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STUDENT LOAN 

By Sidney Elkin, Founder 

Student loan issues have recently been in the news due to overcharging 

and questionable practices by private companies which process loans for 

the US Department of Education.  In addition, newest data reveals that stu-

dents graduate and on average have amassed student loans over 

$30,000, depending upon locale. 

 

Continuing education beyond high school often requires students and /or 

their families to take out loans to cover costs. Student loans can be Federal or private loans. 

 

1.  Federal loans are regulated by the Federal government with the Department of Education as 

lender. 

2.  Federal Family Education Loans, (FFEL, are backed by the Federal government.) 

3.  Federal Perkins loans are income based and are meant for lower-income families. 

4.  Private loans made by banks, finance companies or colleges and schools. These loans don't 

have protections and benefits of Federal loans. 

 

Private loan sources often use direct mail solicitations, telemarketing and TV-radio ads offering 

student loans.  These entities are not connected to government agencies. 

 

Students and their families should be cautious about attractive sounding loan offers from private 

sources.  Many times private lenders don't provide all of the loan terms up front.  They may require 

co-signers and even though promised, fail to release co-signers after the student borrower has 

made a stipulated number of on time payments.   

 

Parents who cosign for a student loan are bound to pay if their child fails to pay the loan after fin-

ishing their studies.  Some lenders require certain credit scores before a co-signer can be released 

from the debt obligation.  If a co-signer dies or declares bankruptcy, the debt can be declared in 

default even if the loan is in good standing. 

 

The Consumer Financial Protection Bureau has received hundreds of complaints about private 

student loan practices.  Students should not sign promissory notes for a student loan without un-

derstanding the interest rates and the ultimate cost of the loan after graduation.  
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How the Marcellus Shale Drilling is Affecting Housing in Beaver County 

 by Melody Logoyda 

The Marcellus Shale industry is exploding across the region. It is something to be thankful for. It has 

the potential to create hundreds of job opportunities just in Beaver County alone and impact our businesses, 

housing markets and other local industries. It is an answer to prayer for our communities that have suffered 

decline for so many years. 

Working at The Cornerstone Homeless Support Center in Beaver Falls has shown me the face of 

homelessness in Beaver County. It comes in all ages, family sizes and colors. It can be blatant, like finding a 

person sleeping under a bridge, or hidden when a family or individual has to move from house to house every 

couple of nights. It is a problem that many agencies in the county are trying to address.  

So how could Marcellus Shale possibly affect our low-income, homeless population? Well, consider 

the fact that Beaver County already struggles to house homeless households with single adults the most diffi-

cult to place. The Housing Authority of Beaver County already has a two year waiting list average for their 

newly remodeled Stephen Phillips housing site in Monaca. If, or when, Shell begins construction on their new 

cracker plant in Potter Twp., many of the private rental properties may end up housing some of the thousands 

of contractors that Shell will need. That will crowd out our low income population even more. (Washington 

County is already experiencing this impact in their rental market.) Local township trustees are hard at work 

trying to create solutions to the four-year temporary housing issue that construction will bring. 

Shelters are housing some people for longer periods of time limiting availability, especially during 

this last winter. Crossroads Menôs Shelter in Beaver Falls is now open year-round to provide a much needed 

service. Moderately priced motels that agencies use to house fire victims already experienced limited availa-

bility during the construction of the Baden WalMart, depleting funds faster. 

On the homeowner side of housing, the market in the Marcellus Shale region is becoming atypical of 

the national market. Some sellers with even an acre or less of land are retaining their oil and gas mineral 

rights. Those with larger tracts of land may be willing to sell their OGMs with their property but are increas-

ing the listing prices, trying to figure what those rights are worth into the sale. Unless it is written down in a 

contract from a mineral extraction company, those numbers are rather ambiguous and the value is pure specu-

lation. There is no guarantee that drilling will even happen. This should be considered a negotiable point for 

buyers. Local real estate companies should be able to give you the names of several attorneys who specialize 

in the OGM field if you have any questions.   

Some of the best advice I picked up at one of the town meetings at the Broadcast Caf® in Aliquippa 

was that we need to concentrate on local workforce development. Training our young people for petrochemi-

cal engineering and other energy related curriculum is already a high priority with some of our local colleges 

like Community College of Beaver County. Having a capable and diverse workforce ready for this industry 

would limit outsourcing and hopefully increase our tax base for struggling townships. The potential for 

growth is there, but it comes with costs. Being prepared, equipped and flexible to adaptation is a big part of 

the equation for the county to thrive again.  

 

Melody Logoyda is a Data Collection Consultant for ACP, The Cornerstone and a RealtorÈ for 

Northwood Realty Services, Beaver office. 
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CONGRATULATIONS, YOU DID IT!!! 

 

In March 2013, Kim a single mom of 3, called ACP to ask for help getting her credit report cleaned up so she 

could buy a home for her family.  She was renting a house and it was time for her set her roots. 

 

Kim walked into her first appointment stressed and not smiling, as most do.  Credit counseling can be scary if 

you donôt know how to start.  ACP helped Kim to set a BUDGET she could live within and establish her 

DEBT LIST.  Once that was all done, Kim looked a little more relaxed.  She could see that the plan we had 

set would work, with a little discipline from her.  She had never put everything down on paper so it always 

seemed like it was not manageable. But now she could SEE it, she knew it was. 

 

Kim worked with ACP for several months thru credit counseling.  We made adjustments and handled the un-

foreseen expenses, like car repairs and childrenôs needs.  Eventually, she was approved to get a small loan to 

pay off her debts.  This was a great step in repairing her credit.  After 9 months of steady payments and stick-

ing to her household budget, she was ready for her house hunt. 

 

When she completed her credit counseling sessions, she was ready to handle her household budget and felt 

secure in herself.  She knew that ACP would always be there to help with information and guidance if she 

needed it again. 

 

In February 2014, I received a call from and excited Kim, ñI AM CLOSING ON MY NEW HOUSE TO-

DAY!!! THANK YOU!!ò  It was moment of pride for her and for me as well.  Kim worked hard to achieve 

her goal of home ownership and credit repair.  Her future is limitless and everyone here at ACP wishes her 

the best in the future. 

http://www.cpsc.gov
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BANK CHARGES HAVE BECOME 

 EXPENSIVE 

By Sidney Elkin, Founder 

 

If you have a checking account or use a bank for other services, you 

may be aware of recent increased bank fees.  Banks can change the 

fees they charge for a variety of services at any time and you may not be notified. 

 

Here are a few suggestions for dealing with bank fees: 

1.  Verify that online bill paying services are free.  Some banks offered this feature for a short time 

only. 

2.  Banks may charge a fee for canceled checks returned to you each month. 

3.  There are fees for copies of checks or deposit slips ranging from $2.00-$5.00. 

4.  Insufficient funds and returned items may incur a $20.00-$35.00 daily fee. 

5.  If you use overdraft protection, there may be another charge for transfer of funds from one ac-

count to another. 

6.  Research fees or statement balancing fees are levied by most banks. 

Keeping in mind these service charges, if you incur insufficient funds or returned items, cure the 

default immediately to avoid daily multiple charges. 

 

ASK FOR A RECENT BANK FEE SCHEDULE in order to avoid a variety of bank fees. 

BEWARE OF E-MAIL SCAMS 

By Sidney Elkin, Founder 

 

I have had three different E-mail messages requesting that my Credit Card information be updat-

ed.  These messages were not from my credit card issuer despite their name appearing on the 

communication. Credit Card issuers do not request re-authorization in this manner. 

 

One said that I had an incoming payment slated but this transaction cannot be completed due "TO 

ERRORS PRESENT IN YOUR ACCOUNT INFORMATION."  But the payments I had made on line 

had already been processed and deducted from my checking account. 

 

Three new messages arrived purporting to be from the Bank of America Billing Team stating " Our 

bank introduces new authentication procedures in order to better protect privacy information of our 

account holders.  Please note that accounts that are not reviewed within 48 hours are subject to 

termination."  They wanted ! me to click here to updates my records. 

 

I did not click anywhere for I don't even have a an account or credit card with Bank of America. If 

you receive similar E-mail messages, DO NOT give out any personal information, ID's or pass-

words.  Call your bank or credit card issuer and report these efforts to obtain your vital infor-

mation.     
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TIS THE SEASONé.  

For Door to Door Sales ï SCAMS ï Theft and moreé 

 

I love summer, the warm weather, the fresh airé but it also brings the door to door 

sales person.  Various companies, various productsé Their high pressure sales tactics 

can be overwhelming for many people.  Remember, you DO NOT need to allow any-

one into your house to ódiscussô their services or products.  Simply say THANK YOU 

and CLOSE THE DOOR. 

There are a few things to pay attention to when someone knocks on your door with an offer. 

¶ NEVER sign a contract due to high pressure sales tactics.  If they are offering you a DEAL that is 

for a limited time, tell them you need it in writing to review and you will get back to them. 

¶  *There have been reports over the years of ócontractorsô offering to seal coat your driveway for an 

extremely discounted price BUT it needs to be done the  same day and be paid for in CASH.   RED 

FLAG!!!!  Please know that in Pennsylvania, all contractors must provide you with proof of a  

VALID PA CONTRACTORS LICENSE and proof of insurance.  You should never allow anyone 

to work on your property without a written contract.   

¶ PAY ATTENTION to the surroundings ï if someone is coming to your door stating they need to 

check a meter or pipe in your home, check the street for a marked vehicle, check for an ID, DO 

NOT ALLOW THEM IN YOUR HOME.   Confirm with the company by calling the phone number 

on YOUR BILL not the number they give you. 

¶  As always, DO NOT GIVE OUT ANY PERSONAL INFORMATION.  Do not give anyone your 

credit/ debit card number, your checking account number or your social security number.    

 

Hopefully, being aware of the RED FLAGS will make it easier to spot a problem and prevent future scams. 

Enjoy your 



 т 

hǳǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎ 

!ōōŜȅ /ŀǊǇŜǘ 

IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜ tƭŀŎŜ DŀƭƭŜǊȅ ƻŦ CƭƻƻǊǎ 

млр tƭŜŀǎŀƴǘ 5ǊƛǾŜ 

!ƭƛǉǳƛǇǇŀΣ t!  мрллм 

тнп-оту-мфнр ƻǊ  

ōŜŀǾŜǊŎƻǳƴǘȅǇŀΦŀōōŜȅŎŀǊǇŜǘΦŎƻƳ 

.ŜŀǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ {ƘŜŜǘ aŜǘŀƭ 

IŜŀǝƴƎτ!ƛǊ /ƻƴŘƛǝƻƴƛƴƎτ 

²ŀǘŜǊ IŜŀǘŜǊǎ 

мнмр tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 

 aƻƴŀŎŀΣ t! мрлсм 

тнп-ттр-толл 

ǿǿǿΦōŜŀǾŜǊǾŀƭƭŜȅǎƘŜŜǘƳŜǘŀƭΦŎƻƳ 

άYŜŜǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ǿŀǊƳ - ƪŜŜǇƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŎƻƻƭϦ 

ǎƛƴŎŜ мфрс 

DŜƻǊƎŜ a .ǊƻōŜŎƪ /ƻΦΣ LƴŎ 

опмт .ǊƻŘƘŜŀŘ wƻŀŘ 

!ƭƛǉǳƛǇǇŀ t! Φмрллм 

tƘƻƴŜΥ тнп-ттр-уутн 

ǿǿǿΦōǊƻōŜŎƪǎȅǎǘŜƳǎΦŎƻƳ 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ϧ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ {ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ 

ά{ŜŎǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¢Ǌƛ-{ǘŀǘŜ !ǊŜŀ {ƛƴŎŜ 

мфсрΦέ 

t! IL/ І нфпсс 

Conrose Maintenance and Repair,LLC 

303 Grove Street, New Brighton, PA 15066 

Phone: 724 843-3546, Cell: 724 816-0976 

www.conrose-repair-llc.com t!ллппсо 

hǳǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ ƛǎ ŘŜŘƛŎŀǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾƛŘƛƴƎ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜǎ 

ŀƴŘ  ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ǊŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƎŜƴŜǊŀƭ 

ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƘƛƎƘŜǎǘ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǘ ǘǊǳƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŜǝπ

ǝǾŜ ǇǊƛŎŜǎΦ  DǊƻǳƴŘǎ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǊŜǇŀƛǊΣ ŎŀǊπ

ǇŜƴǘǊȅΣ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎŀƭΣ ǇƭǳƳōƛƴƎΣ ǊŀƳǇǎΣ ŘŜŎƪǎΣ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀπ

ǝƻƴΣ ƎǊŀō ōŀǊǎΣ ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΣ ǘǳōǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǝƻƴ  

 

Electric Garage Door Sales  

ммну tŜƴƴǎȅƭǾŀƴƛŀ !ǾŜƴǳŜ 

aƻƴŀŎŀΣ t!  мрлсм 

тнп-ттп-онлл 

ǿǿǿΦŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƎŀǊŀƎŜŘƻƻǊǎŀƭŜǎΦŎƻƳ 

9ƭŜŎǘǊƛŎ ƎŀǊŀƎŜ ŘƻƻǊ ƻǇŜƴŜǊǎ 

wŜǎƛŘŜƴǝŀƭ ϧ /ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ ǇŀǊǘǎ  

ϧ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ 

t!лпнлпт 

Gagne Home Improvements  

нсс aŀǊǎƘŀƭƭ wƻŀŘΣ 

 aƻƴŀŎŀΣ t!  мрлсм 

 тнп-ттр-торр 

wƻƻŦΣ ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ǎƛŘƛƴƎΣ ǎƻŶǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛŀΣ 

ƎǳǧŜǊǎΣ ŘƻǿƴǎǇƻǳǘǎ ŀƴŘ ƎǳǧŜǊ ŎƭŜŀƴƛƴƎ 

--- ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǳǊŜŘ ---  

ŦǊŜŜ ŜǎǝƳŀǘŜǎ t!лпплнл 

.ŜŀǾŜǊ ±ŀƭƭŜȅ CƭƻǊŀƭ 

рмм {ǘŀǘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

.ŀŘŜƴΣ t!  мрллр 

улл-псп-уллф 

тнп-усф-лннл 

CƭƻǿŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ !ƭƭ hŎŎŀǎƛƻƴǎΦ 

The Concordia Visiting Nurses 
team includes nurses, medical 
social workers, physical, speech, 
and occupational therapists, IV 
and wound care nursing, home 
health aides, medical equipment 
technicians, respiratory therapists 
and more. All of these individu-
als work hard to provide the best 
service and products in your own 
home. Call us today at 
1.866.869.8669 or visit online at 
www.concordiavn.org to see how 
at Concordia Visiting Nurses, we 

http://www.beavervalleysheetmetal.com
http://www.concordiavn.org/


 у 

Whw5!b Iha9 Latwh±9a9b¢{ 

нмлл {ƘŜŶŜƭŘ wƻŀŘ 

!ƭƛǉǳƛǇǇŀΣ t! мрллм     

t!ллттмф 

тнп-отр-ммпф ƻǊ улл-унн-оррф 

wŜǇŀƛǊ ŀƴŘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǊƻƻŦǎΣ ǎƛŘƛƴƎΣ 

ǿƛƴŘƻǿǎΣ ǎƻŶǘ ŀƴŘ ŦŀǎŎƛŀΣ ƎǳǧŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 

ŘƻǿƴǎǇƻǳǘǎ 

hǳǊ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎ aŜƳōŜǊǎτ/ƻƴǝƴǳŜŘ 

Lucci Kitchen & Bath Center, Inc Φ 

оруф .ǊƻŘƘŜŀŘ wƻŀŘ 

aƻƴŀŎŀΣ t!  мрлсм  

тнп-ттп-ссфн ƻǊ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ǳǎ ŀǘ 

ǿǿǿΦƭǳŎŎƛƪƛǘŎƘŜƴǎΦŎƻƳ 
! ǘǊŀŘƛǝƻƴ ƻŦ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŦƻǊ ƻǾŜǊ ср ȅŜŀǊǎ 

Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ [ǳŎŎƛΩǎ ŀ ŦƻǊŜǊǳƴƴŜǊ ƛƴ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴǎ ŀƴŘ 

ōŀǘƘǊƻƻƳǎ 

ƛƴ ǘƘŜ .ŜŀǾŜǊ /ƻǳƴǘȅΦ  t!h!DIм/мпмфн 

{w{!Σ Lb/Φ 

{ƴƻǿ wŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭƛǎǘǎ  

ϧ !ǎǎƻŎƛŀǘŜǎΣ LƴŎΦ - ǎǊǎŀƛƴŎΦŎƻƳ 

нррф 5ŀǊƭƛƴƎǘƻƴ wƻŀŘ  

.ŜŀǾŜǊ CŀƭƭǎΣt!  мрлмл  

тнп-упт-нлнт 

/ƻƳƳŜǊŎƛŀƭ {ƴƻǿ tƭƻǿƛƴƎ  

ϧ tŀǊƪƛƴƎ [ƻǘ aŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ 

CΦ5Φ {ǘǊŀƴƻ {ŀƭŜǎ 

ффт aŜǊŎƘŀƴǘ {ǘǊŜŜǘ 

!ƳōǊƛŘƎŜΣ t!  мрллф 

тнп-нсс-ууфф ƻǊ ŦŘǎǘǊŀƴƻΦŎƻƳ 
CΦ5Φ {ǘǊŀƴƻ {ŀƭŜǎ ϧ CƻǳǊ {Ŝŀǎƻƴǎ {ǳƴǊƻƻƳǎ 

ƻũŜǊǎ ǿƛƴŘƻǿ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƻǊ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ŀƴŘ ŀ 

ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜ ƭƛƴŜ ƻŦ Ǉŀǝƻ ŜƴŎƭƻǎǳǊŜǎΣ ǎƻƭŀǊƛǳƳǎΣ 

ŎƻƴǎŜǊǾŀǘƻǊƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǊŎƘ ŎƻǾŜǊǎΦ t!мнфнф 

 ¼ÆÌÓÊ×̃ØdÔÒÊd·ÊÒÔÉÊÑÎÓÌpd®ÓÈ 
828 Third Avenue, New Brighton,  

PA  15066  724-847-1433 or 
www.wagnershomecenter.com  

Family owned and operated, we pride ourselves on 
our quality products and services, offering free in -

home estimates and professional installation by Wag-
ner's highly trained technicians. And all Wagnerôs 

Home Center technicians are employees, which mean 
that we use no sub -contractors!    PA11419 

 

 

Housing Authority Of Beaver County  

олл {ǘŀǘŜ {ǘǊŜŜǘΣ .ŜŀǾŜǊΣ t!  мрллф   

тнп-ттр-мннл ƻǊ 

ǿǿǿΦōŜŀǾŜǊŎƻǳƴǘȅƘƻǳǎƛƴƎΦƻǊƎ 

/ŀǊƭ 5Ŝ/ƘŜƭƭƛǎΣ 9ȄŜŎǳǝǾŜ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊ 

!ũƻǊŘŀōƭŜ ƘƻǳǎƛƴƎ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŎƻƳŜ 

ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ϧ ǎŜƴƛƻǊǎΦ  /ƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǳǎ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŦƻǊπ

Ƴŀǝƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ IƻƳŜ LƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ tǊƻƎǊŀƳ 

ϧ ²ŜŀǘƘŜǊƛȊŀǝƻƴ !ǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜΦ 

9v¦![ Ih¦{LbD htthw¢¦bL¢¸      I!/. 

IƻƳŜǊ bƛƴŜ ŀƴŘ {ƻƴǎΣ LƴŎ  

пмр aǳƭōŜǊǊȅ {ǘΦΣ .ŜŀǾŜǊΣ t! мрллф 

тнп-ттп-пплр 

ƘƻƳŜǊфϪƘƻƳŜǊфΦŎƻƳ 

9ǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ƛƴ мфпо 

ŦǳǊƴŀŎŜǎΣ ŀƛǊ ŎƻƴŘƛǝƻƴŜǊǎΣ ƘŜŀǘ ǇǳƳǇǎΣ 

ǿŀǘŜǊ ƘŜŀǘŜǊǎΣ ōƻƛƭŜǊǎΣ ƘǳƳƛŘƛŬŜǊǎΣ ŜǘŎΦ  

t!рсоо 

CONTACT US 

469 Constitution Boulevard, Rt. 51,  
Fallston (New Brighton) PA 15066  

Phone: 724 770-2078  
Fax: 724 770-2079 

Web Site: www.ACP -Beaver.org         

 E-Mail: rlivengood@acp-beaver.org 

Office hours are 9AMñ4PM 
Monday thru Friday.  

Walk ins Welcome  
or call to schedule an appointment. 

{Y9w[9/ /hb¢w!/¢LbD Lb/Φ 

орту .wh5I9!5 wh!5 

ahb!/!Σ t!  мрлсм 

tIhb9Υ  тнп-ттр-рсмм 

w9{L59b¢L![  /haa9w/L![  Lb5¦{¢wL![ 

Cw99 9{¢La!¢9{κ /hb{¦[¢!¢Lhb{ 

ǎƪŜǊƭŜŎψŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǝƴƎϪȅŀƘƻƻΦŎƻƳ 

t! сооу 

http://www.wagnershomecenter.com
http://www.beavercountyhousing.org
http://www.acp-beaver.org/
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